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Statement of purpose. Biology Digest organizes, 


summarizes, and indexes worldwide scientific 
literature in the life sciences. It is designed to 
assist students and educators at the secondary 
‘-hool and undergraduate college levels in keeping 
current on the latest scientific developments and 


“cial rece +h 
in performing special research projects. 


Method. The staff of Biology Digest screens some 
200 periodicals, foreign and domestic, looking 
for significant new information relevant to the 


| 


biological sciences. This material is summarized, 


organized into chapters, and indexed by subject 


Abstracts. The abstracts or “digests.” which are up to 
325 words long, give as much information as possible 
about the original material, including conclusions and 
methods. The idea is to enable students who may 
not have ready access to the original documents to 
understand and keep current on the latest biological 
research. Each issue of Biology Digest contains 


proximately 300 abstracts. 


Citation numbers. Abstracts are numbered sequentially 
through the entire volume. The first four characters 
represent the academic year of the volume, and the 
four characters following the hyphen represent the 
abstract identification number—99/00-0001, 


99/00-0002, 99/00-0003, etc 


Keyword Index. Each abstract is assigned certain 
keywords that spotlight the main points of the article. 
Each keyword becomes an “entry” in the keyword 
index which refers the reader back to the appropriate 
abstract. The indexing technique used in Biology 
Digest is called “free-language,” which means that 
the keywords chosen to represent each article are 
not restricted to a thesaurus or master list of keywords 
but rather picked to conform to the language in the 


original material itself. 


Author Index. Each issue contains its own author 


| 
| 


index to facilitate locating research performed by a 


particular scientist. 


Feature Articles. Each issue contains a special au- 
thoritative feature article on some particular area 
of biological research. Additional copies of feature 
articles are available for a nominal fee. See pages 
vill and ix for a list of past feature articles and 


pricing information. 


Master list of publications. Publications received 
regularly and cited in Biology Digest are listed in 
the front of each issue. 

Abbreviations and symbols. Alphabetical listings of 
abbreviations and symbols appear in each issue. 

Subscriptions. Biology Digest is published monthly, 
September through May. A subscription to Volume 
26 for the 1999-2000 school year 1s $139 ($149 for 
foreign subscriptions). All subscriptions are fot 
1 full volume (nine issues), and the Cumulative 
Index. New subscribers automatically receive any 
issues already published in the current volume. 
Single copies of Biology Digest issues may be 
ordered prepaid for $14 each. A limited number of 
back volume sets also are available—Volumes 5-7 
at $79 ($85 for foreign subscriptions), 8 at $98.50 
($104.50 for foreign subscriptions), 9-11 at 
$111.50 ($117.50 for foreign subscriptions), 12-14 
at $120 ($126 for foreign subscriptions), 15 and 16 
at $124 ($130 for foreign subscriptions), 17-21 
(which include the Cumulative Index), at $125 
($130 for foreign subscriptions), and 22-25 
(which include the Cumulative Index), at $129 
($135 for foreign subscriptions). Payment must 
accompany all subscription orders from outside 
the U.S. and Canada. 

Cumulative Index. To facilitate research, an integrated 
cumulative index containing both keywords and 
author references is published at the end of the 
volume year. The Cumulative Index to Volume 5 
(1978-79) and Volume 6 (1979-80) are $18.50 each. 
Volume 7 (1980-81), Volume 8 (1981-82), Volume 9 
(1982-83), and Volume 10 (1983-84) are $19.50 
each. Volume | 1 (1984-85) and Volume 12 (1985- 
86) are $22.50 each, and Volume 13 (1986-87), 
Volume 14 (1987-88), Volume 15 (1988-89), and 
Volume 16 (1989-90) are $25.00 each. Beginning 
with Volume 17 (1990-91), the Cumulative Index 
became an automatic part of a subscription to Biolog) 

Digest. Cumulative Indexes for Volumes 17-25 are 


available, however, for purchase at $25 each. 


Please send orders and inquiries to: 


BIOLOGY DIGEST 
143 Old Marlton Pike 
Medford, NJ 08055 
Phone: 609/654-6500 
Fax: 609/654-4309 


Web: www. infotoday.com/bd 
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